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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE        
 

 

Federal’s HammerDown is the Industry’s First Full Line of 
Hunting Ammunition Optimized for Lever-Action Rifles 

 
ANOKA, Minnesota – January 22, 2020 – Federal is excited to announce its new 
HammerDown product line. This full line of ammunition features molecularly bonded 
hunting bullets designed with velocities for optimal cycling and overall ballistic 
performance in lever-action rifles. At launch, HammerDown will be available in seven of 
the most popular lever-action cartridges including 357 Magnum, 327 Federal, 44 Rem. 
Magnum, 45 Colt and more. 
 
The new lever-gun ammo will be on display in Booth No. 14551 at the 2020 SHOT 
Show, January 21-24 at the Sands Expo Center in Las Vegas, Nevada. New Federal 
Premium HammerDown is scheduled to ship in the Spring of 2020. 
 
HammerDown was designed in collaboration with Henry Repeating Arms, two 
companies steeped in and proud of their made in America heritage. When you set out to 
build the best lever-action rifle ammunition, you go to the industry’s leading lever-gun 
manufacturer. Henry Repeating Arms is known for top-performing lever-action rifles with 
excellent, made-in-America craftsmanship. Outstanding examples of rifles popular with 
hunters include their Big Boy All-Weather and Big Boy Steel models. Henry’s insight into 
the classic firearm platform helped ensure the utmost reliability and accuracy from each 
load.  
 
See promotional product video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vlQy-Odx0o 
 
For the initial launch of the HammerDown product line, Federal selected the most 
popular lever-action rifle calibers. This includes 327 Federal Magnum, 357 Magnum, 44 
Rem. Magnum, 45 Colt, 30-30 Win., and 45-70 Government. The 35 Rem. cartridge will 
come soon after the initial product launch. Other cartridges could be added in the future 
to grow the product line. 
 
HammerDown is specifically engineered for any and all lever guns. It is designed to 
function flawlessly in side-gate loading and tubular magazines. To do this, Federal 
chamfered the case of all HammerDown cartridges. These improved cases feature 
specialized geometry on the front face of the case’s rim. This difference improves 
cycling in all lever-action feeding systems. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vlQy-Odx0o
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All options in the HammerDown product line feature molecularly bonded bullets. 
Federal’s time-tested bonding technique delivers best-in-class expansion and weight 
retention on impact. Since many of the products in the HammerDown lineup are 
traditionally handgun cartridges, Federal loaded those cartridges with heavy-for-caliber 
bullets and set them to increased velocities to deliver better depth of penetration when 
shot out of longer rifle barrels.  
 
All other components are of the highest grades of quality in the industry. The precision-
built cases feature nickel-plated brass that defeats corrosion and aids in sleek, smooth 
extraction in the most extreme conditions. The clean-burning, consistent powders are 
specially formulated to meet the most stringent specifications. Gold Medal primers are 
manufactured to exacting tolerances to deliver precise and reliable ignition.  
 
HammerDown is packaged in traditional long, flat rifle ammunition boxes in 20-count 
quantities. Since cartridges such as 327 Federal Magnum, 357 Magnum, and 44 Rem. 
Magnum—traditionally known to be handgun cartridges—are now optimized for a use 
out of a rifle, Federal put them in rifle packaging. This move helps customers make that 
distinction.  
 
All these features define HammerDown as purpose-built ammunition targeted to hunters 
who use lever-action rifles. HammerDown is attractively priced. Manufacturer's 
Suggested Retail Price (MSRP) is $19.99 for all cartridge offerings, except 45-70 
Government which is $38.99. 
 
Federal ammunition can be found at dealers nationwide or purchased online direct from 
Federal. For more information on all products from Federal or to shop online, visit 
www.federalpremium.com. 
 
 
Press Release Contact: JJ Reich 
Senior Manager – Press Relations 
E-mail: VistaPressroom@VistaOutdoor.com  
 
 
About Federal Ammunition 
Federal, headquartered in Anoka, MN, is a brand of Vista Outdoor Inc., an outdoor 
sports and recreation company. From humble beginnings nestled among the lakes and 
woods of Minnesota, Federal Ammunition has evolved into one of the world's largest 
producers of sporting ammunition. Beginning in 1922, founding president, Charles L. 
Horn, paved the way for our success. Today, Federal carries on Horn's vision for quality 
products and service with the next generation of outdoorsmen and women. We maintain 
our position as experts in the science of ammunition production. Every day we 
manufacture products to enhance our customers' shooting experience while partnering 
with the conservation organizations that protect and support our outdoor heritage. We 
offer thousands of options in our Federal Premium and Federal® lines-it's what makes 
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us the most complete ammunition company in the business and provides our customers 
with a choice no matter their pursuit. 


